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Quitting was not an option.  I was 31 years old and had five kids at home when diagnosed. My 

dad was dying from lung cancer.  It was also a time that not much was known about breast 

cancer.  At that time, the thought was that breast cancer happened to women who were 40 or 

older or those who had family history. None of those things applied to me. 

 

In the weeks following my diagnosis, I was given a lot of information and decisions to think 

about. During the following eight months, I had a radical mastectomy, reconstruction, port 

placement, chemo and radiation. 

I just wanted to live to see my kids grow up.  For the next five years, I went go for checkups and 

things would be fine. 

In 2007, I experienced pain that initially was thought to be appendicitis. But the tests showed the 

cancer had spread to my liver.  I was given 18 months to live. But I believe God had other plans. 

I went through a number of clinical trials, with one that worked, but only for eight months.  I just 

had to find one that worked.  And one did work for two-and-a-half years.  

Now it's than 10 years later and quitting is still not an option.  I have learned a lot in that time.  

I’ve learned that all breast cancer patients do not require surgery or chemo and thanks to MRIs 

and ultrasounds, along with mammograms and self-checks, early detection is saving lives of 

women and men. 

I have been blessed to see our children grown and out of the house and experiencing life well 

beyond what was anticipated.  I have lived to make memories that I will cherish forever. With 

God, all things are possible. 

I thank God for my support team and the Komen group.  Komen supports research through 

fundraising events and is paving the future of survival and new treatments. 

 

 


